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Case Number: 2014CV32924 

                           

 

Courtroom/Division: 215 

 

 

Plaintiff: DONNA K. DUFFY as Trustee of the Buddy 

Wayne Baker Revocable Trust, on behalf of itself and a 

class of similarly situated royalty owners, 

 

v. 

 

Defendant: PDC ENERGY, INC. 

 

ORDER PRELIMINARILY APPROVING  

THE PARTIES’ PROPOSED CLASS-ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 

This matter comes before the Court on the parties’ “Joint Motion for an Order Preliminarily 

Approving the Parties’ Proposed Class Action Settlement,” filed June 14, 2019.  The Court, having 

reviewed and considered the Parties’ joint motion, the proposed Settlement Agreement, the 

proposed notice to be mailed to each of the class members, pertinent portions of the entire record 

in this litigation to date, and after hearing the arguments of counsel at the hearing to consider the 

joint motion, and for the reasons articulated from the bench at the conclusion of that hearing, 

HEREBY PRELIMINARILY APPROVES the proposed Settlement Agreement.  

The Court further orders the following:  

1. The August 12, 2019 trial is vacated. 

2. The Plaintiff is appointed as the Class Representative for the Settlement Class. 
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3. Plaintiff’s counsel Stacy Burrows and George Barton are appointed as Class 

Counsel for the Settlement Class. 

4. The Court provisionally determines that each of the requirements for certification 

of a C.R.C.P. 23(b)(3) Settlement Class is satisfied. 

5. Within 14 days of the date of this Order preliminarily approving the Settlement 

Agreement, PDC Energy shall deposit the settlement payment of $975,000.00 into the Escrow 

Account, as provided for in Section 2 of the Settlement Agreement, and subject to the conditions 

set forth in the Settlement Agreement and the Escrow Agreement. 

6. The Court approves the form and content of the Notice attached to the Settlement 

Agreements as Exhibit A. 

7. Class Counsel shall be responsible for mailing the Notice, by first class United 

States mail, to the Settlement Class members within twenty-four (24) days after the date of this 

Order preliminarily approving the Settlement Agreement. 

8. Any member of the Settlement Class who wishes to request exclusion (to opt out) 

from the Class must submit a written opt-out election, which must be postmarked on or before the 

date which is forty-five (45) days after the postmark date of Class Counsel’s mailing of the Notice 

to the members of the Class, which date shall be specified in the Notice. In accordance with the 

procedures set forth in the Notice, any such opt-out election must be in writing, and must be mailed 

to Class Counsel at the address provided in the Notice. 

9. On or before the date which is twenty-one (21) days before the scheduled date for 

the final fairness hearing, the Parties shall file motions in support of final approval of the 
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Settlement Agreement, and Class Counsel shall file their request for attorneys’ fees and expense 

reimbursements, and for a Class Representative incentive award. 

10. Any member of the Class who wishes to make objections to, or comment on, the 

proposed Settlement Agreement, Class Counsel’s request for attorney’s fees and expenses 

reimbursements, or the request for Class Representative incentive awards, shall postmark and mail 

such objections or comments on or before the date which is fourteen (14) days before the scheduled 

date for the final fairness hearing. In accordance with the procedures set forth in the Notice, any 

such objections or comments must be mailed to Class Counsel, PDC Energy’s counsel, and the 

Court. 

11. Any Class member who wishes to appear and be heard at the final approval hearing 

must postmark and mail notice of such intention at least seven (7) days before the scheduled date 

for the final fairness hearing. Notice of such intention must be mailed to Class Counsel, PDC 

Energy’s counsel, and the Court. 

12. At least seven (7) days before the scheduled date for the final fairness hearing, Class 

Counsel and PDC Energy may file a response to any Class member’s objections or comments. A 

copy of such response shall be mailed to all Class members who have submitted timely objections 

or comments. 

13. The Court will conduct a hearing to consider final approval of the proposed 

Settlement Agreement, Class Counsel’s request for attorneys’ fees and expense reimbursements, 

and the request for a Class Representative incentive award, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on September 

13, 2019.  
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DATED THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE, 2019. 

 

       

BY THE COURT: 

 

                                                                  

Morris B. Hoffman 

District Court Judge 


